
Title
Name, Call, Address, email

The article, should be written in 11 point Arial face on a single line spacing and first paragraph of the text shouldn’t have a first line indent. The title should be in 14 point bold Arial text. The second line has the Name, call, address etc in 12 point bold Arial face. If you are confident with your word processor, then arrange to have the text aligned on both the left and right hand edges (justified), though it’s not important as I can ‘massage’ it later.
Although submissions, should be in MS Word ’97 document format, I work on the magazine in a page-layout program that allows far more precision of placement of words and pictures. This text is more to give you an idea of how much space your article will occupy in the Sprat magazine. I often ‘massage’ the layout to fit a page much better.
Try not to have paragraphs that ‘ramble on’ for line after line after line so, ending up looking like a prison wall on the page. A good ‘aim’ is to keep paragraphs to around four to eight lines before a break. However, try to find a natural break for the paragraph end.
Sub-heading
If you feel that a small sub-heading would make sections of your text clearer, then please add one on after a single line spacing. Again ideally the sub-heading should be in bold 11pt Arial on 1.0line spacing, as the main text. Crucially the first line after a sub-heading, should also, ideally have no indent at the start of text, but if longer than one paragraph, then others should have the 4mm first line indent.
Illustrations
By all means when submitting your article, place the illustrations where it is relevant in text, but you should also indicate in text, what the illustrations is. However, It makes my job so much easier if any illustrious are also submitted as separate files. If the picture is of a circuit diagram, I will redraw it and send a copy back for checking, so it’s important that your article is submitted in good time.
Pictures look better if they’re in full colour. It’s also important that I get the original files from the camera or scanner without any additional editing having been carried out.
Your submission layout isn’t ‘set-in-stone’ as I can take a plain text computer file and hand-drawn diagrams if you’re not that confident with programs. And if all else fails, call me on 07966 460 552 (I’ll ring you back if you wish) to discuss how I can help get your article into print.
regards Tex
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